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Supporting Africa’s international business community 
through our alliance of 195 independent law and 
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WELCOME

Welcome to The African Legal Awards 2021. These awards, which are now in their ninth year, 
celebrate exceptional achievement from within Africa’s vibrant and growing legal community.

Law.com International appreciates Africa’s huge importance and potential, which we hope 
to tap into as we report on developments across the region as part of our unparalleled 

global coverage.

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a dramatic effect on the African legal market and beyond. 
But the entries in these awards highlighted the high standard of work being undertaken by 

lawyers across the continent, work that is so vital to securing Africa’s long term prosperity by 
upholding the rule of law and providing the right environment in which business can flourish.

We would like to thank our judges for setting aside so much of their time to assess this year’s 
entries. We are also grateful to the headline sponsors of these awards – Alliott Global Alliance 

– for their invaluable support.

Finally I’d like to acknowledge our partners, the Corporate Counsel Association of South 
Africa (CCASA) and Africa Legal for their continued insight and contribution.

And most of all we would like to thank you for supporting these awards. We hope you enjoy 
them. Good luck!

Paul Hodkinson
Editor In Chief

Law.com International



White & Case is trusted by the 
world’s leading companies, governments 

and financial institutions to solve their 
most complex legal challenges.

whitecase.com
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Kelvin Abdallah 
Senior Partner 
LIMA Partners

Bertrandt Delport 
General Counsel 

BT Global

Chantal Dittberner 
Advocate 

High Court  
of South Africa

Gail Evans 
Executive Group 
Manager: Legal 

Steinmüller Africa

Sonia Guerra 
Senior Consultant 

HKA

Yolandi Jukes 
Group Corporate  

Legal and Compliance 
JD Group

Alison Lee 
CEO 

CCASA

Ntsako Msomi 
Senior Legal Counsel 

CSIR

Jacqueline Musiitwa 
International Lawyer

Elizabeth Onyango 
Chief Operations Officer 

International Law 
Institute-African Centre 

for Legal Excellence

Toyah Pfafferott 
Senior Legal Advisor 

Sun International

Karen Pinheiro 
Engagement Tutor 

GetSmarter 
CCASA Director

Lameez Vania 
Legal Director -  

Sub Saharan Africa 
Reckitt Benckiser

JUDGING PANEL



THE FUTURE 
OF LAW IS HERE
Herbert Smith Freehills is one of the world’s leading 
professional services businesses, bringing together the 
best people across our 26 offices, to meet all your legal 
services needs globally.  
Operating as one global team, we use innovative systems and processes  
to ensure your work is delivered intelligently, efficiently and reliably.  
We care about the markets and communities we work within and 
constantly strive to make them better.

What does it all add up to? When you work with Herbert Smith Freehills, 
you are partnering with a world-class and diverse team of client focused 
professionals who can ensure you achieve your best results.

HERBERTSMITHFREEHILLS.COM
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FINALISTS

BEST USE OF TECHNOLOGY
Sponsored by:  

Afriwise

ALN Kenya|Anjarwalla & Khanna

Bowmans

Exigent Limited

Lighthouse Law

LUMA Law

Webber Wentzel

BANKING & FINANCE TEAM OF THE YEAR - SMALL FIRM
Corpus Legal Practitioners

ElSherif Law Firm & Consultants

G. Elias & Co.

GdA Advogados

Jackson, Etti & Edu

Tokunbo Orimobi

BANKING & FINANCE TEAM OF THE YEAR - LARGE FIRM
ǼLEX

ALN Kenya|Anjarwalla & Khanna

Aluko & Oyebode

Baker McKenzie

Bowmans

ENSafrica

Templars

Webber Wentzel

Werksmans Attorneys

White & Case
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FINALISTS

CAPITAL MARKETS TEAM OF THE YEAR
Aluko & Oyebode

Baker McKenzie

Bowmans

Couto, Graça e Associados

CQ Legal and Consulting

ENSafrica

Signum Advocates

Templars

Webber Wentzel

White & Case

COMPETITION AND REGULATORY TEAM OF THE YEAR
ALN Kenya|Anjarwalla & Khanna

Aluko & Oyebode

Baker McKenzie

Bowmans

Fasken

Webber Wentzel
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in alliance with

PRACTICE
MAKES PERFECT

• South African Law Firm of the Year
   Chambers Africa Awards, 2021

• African Tax Firm of the Year
   International Tax Review European
   Tax Awards, 2020

• Legal DealMakers of the Decade
   DealMakers, 2019

• Law Firm of the Year
   South African Professional Service
   Awards, 2019/2020
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FINALISTS

CSR, DIVERSITY, TRANSFORMATION AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AWARD
ALN Kenya|Anjarwalla & Khanna

Bowmans

DLA Piper

ENSafrica

Hogan Lovells

Lighthouse Law

LNP Attorneys

Miranda & Associados

Nigerian Exchange Limited

Resolve and Change Systems

Webber Wentzel

CRISIS MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR
Bowmans

LNP Attorneys

Webber Wentzel

EMPLOYMENT LAW TEAM OF THE YEAR
ALN Kenya|Anjarwalla & Khanna

Aluko & Oyebode

Baker McKenzie

Mugalula & Omalla Advocates

TripleOKLaw

TTA

Webber Wentzel
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FINALISTS

ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES TEAM OF THE YEAR
Centurion Law Group

ENSafrica

G. Elias & Co.

GEM Advocates

Hogan Lovells

LNP Attorneys Inc

Webber Wentzel

ENVIRONMENTAL & RENEWABLES TEAM OF THE YEAR
ALN Kenya | Anjarwalla & Khanna

Baker McKenzie

Bowmans

Coutp, Graça e Associados

LNP Attorneys Inc

Templars

ESG INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR
ALN Kenya|Anjarwalla & Khanna

Bowmans

Resolve and Change Systems

Webber Wentzel
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FINALISTS

INNOVATION AWARD
Afriwise

ALN Kenya|Anjarwalla & Khanna

Baker McKenzie

Lighthouse Law

LUMA Law

Resolve and Change Systems

Webber Wentzel

IP TEAM OF THE YEAR
ǼLEX

Aluko & Oyebode

Bowmans

Duale, Ovia & Alex-Adedipe

ENSafrica

Jackson, Etti & Edu

Ong’anya Ombo Advocates

The New Practice

Webber Wentzel

LITIGATION AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION TEAM OF THE YEAR - SMALL FIRM
KTA Advocates

Lawtons Africa

LJA Associates

LNP Attorneys

Olajide Oyewole

Tiefenthaler Attorneys Inc.

TripleOKLaw

TTA
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CLYDE & CO
ADVERT

Clyde & Co is one of the largest 
international law firms operating 
on the continent, with over 120 
lawyers helping clients to enter 
and operate in Africa.

From developed to emerging 
markets, we aim to support our 
clients by putting the power of our 
globally integrated firm at their 
disposal with a range of seamless 
and efficient services and the very 
best, commercially minded, legal 
advice.

www.clydeco.com

Our core sectors:

 Aviation

 Energy and Natural 

 Resources

 Healthcare

 Hospitality

 Infrastructure

 Insurance & Reinsurance

 Marine

 Professional Practices

 Retail & Consumer

 Trade & Commodities

Our core services:

 Commercial

 Corporate & M&A

 Commercial Litigation & ADR

 Data Protection & Cyber Security

 Finance & Banking

 Global Recoveries

 International Arbitration

 Medical Malpractice

 Projects & Construction

 Professional Indemnity

 Real Estate

 Regulatory & Investigations
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FINALISTS

LITIGATION AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION TEAM OF THE YEAR - LARGE FIRM
ǼLEX

ALN Kenya | Anjarwalla & Khanna

Aluko & Oyebode

Clyde & Co

Fasken

Pinsent Masons

Webber Wentzel

 
M&A TEAM OF THE YEAR

ALN Kenya | Anjarwalla & Khanna

Aluko & Oyebode

Baker McKenzie

Bowmans

Clyde & Co

DLA Piper, IKM Advocates

ENSafrica

Templars

The New Practice

Webber Wentzel

Werksmans Attorneys

PROPERTY AND CONSTRUCTION TEAM OF THE YEAR - AFRICAN FIRM
ALN Kenya|Anjarwalla & Khanna

Aluko & Oyebode

Bowmans

Lawtons

LNP Attorneys

Templars

The New Practice

Webber Wentzel



#AfricanLegalAwards 15

LOCAL INSIGHTS, GLOBAL OUTLOOK
ALN Kenya | Anjarwalla & Khanna (A&K) is committed to providing excellent legal services. Combined with deep local 
roots and global outlook, A&K has the insights to help clients meet their most sophisticated legal needs while protecting 
their best interests. Through ALN, an integrated alliance of top-tier law firms currently in 15 key African jurisdictions, 
A&K is uniquely positioned to provide cross-border legal services across the continent.

Find out more about our approach at 
www.africalegalnetwork.com/kenya

Asoko Ads.indd   2Asoko Ads.indd   2 14/09/2020   21:1114/09/2020   21:11
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FINALISTS

PROPERTY AND CONSTRUCTION TEAM OF THE YEAR - INTERNATIONAL FIRM
Allen & Overy

Baker McKenzie

Clyde & Co

Dentons

Pinsent Masons

TMT TEAM OF THE YEAR
ǼLEX

Aluko & Oyebode

Baker McKenzie

BCSA

Duale, Ovia & Alex-Adedipe

Eversheds Sutherland

G. Elias & Co.

Jackson, Etti & Edu

Signum Advocates

TripleOKLaw

Werksmans Attorneys

TAX TEAM OF THE YEAR
ALN Kenya | Anjarwalla & Khanna

Bowmans

ENSafrica

G. Elias & Co

PwC Nigeria

Webber Wentzel
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www.werksmans.com

T H E  C O R P O R AT E  &
C O M M E R C I A L  L AW  F I R M
A member of the LEX Africa Alliance

What makes us different, 
makes all the difference
That is the Werksmans’ Way.
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FINALISTS

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE TEAM OF THE YEAR
Aluko & Oyebode

Bowmans

Citadel Advocates

G. Elias & Co.

Jackson, Etti & Edu

Manokore Attorneys

Pinsent Masons

Templars

The New Practice

Thiam & Associés

Webber Wentzel

ALTERNATIVE SERVICE PROVIDER OF THE YEAR
Afriwise

Centurion Law Group

Exigent Limited

Herbert Smith Freehills

Webber Wentzel

AFRICAN NETWORK/ALLIANCE OF THE YEAR
Alliott Global Alliance

ALN 

LEX Africa

Linklaters / Webber Wentzel

Miranda & Associados

Norton Rose Fulbright South Africa Inc.

PLMJ Colab 

VdA Legal Partners
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You’re working to 
secure your family’s 
future. 
Let’s make it count.
Speak to a Financial Adviser about  
PROTECTING your money.

Liberty Group Ltd is a licensed Insurer and an Authorised Financial Services Provider (no. 2409). T’s & C’s apply.
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FINALISTS

RESTRUCTURING TEAM OF THE YEAR
Allen & Overy

Aluko & Oyebode

Baker McKenzie

Bowmans

Corpus Legal Practitioners

Cox Yeats

Fasken

G. Elias & Co

Hogan Lovells

Werksmans Attorneys

EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP AWARD
Robert Legh, Bowmans

GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE YEAR
Sponsored by:  

 

Ashraf Shaaban, National Bank of Egypt

Chris van der Walt, South African Reserve Bank

Fiona Edmundson, Anglo American

Irene Robinson-Ayanwale, Nigeirian Exchange Limited

Kuda Tshiamo-Kgati, Botswana Telecommunications Corporation Limited

Othelia Langner, Medtronic

Yolande Myburgh, Absa Bank

Yvonne Perumal, Liberty Group
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FINALISTS

PRIVATE PRACTICE MOST PROMISING NEWCOMER AWARD
Arno Koekemoer, Tiefenthaler Attorneys

Ezekwesiri Emeka, G. Elias & Co

Kevin Ndoho Macharia, Simba & Simba Advocates

Kwabena Oppong-Kyekyeku, CQ Legal and Consulting

Prianka Soni, Webber Wentzel

Racheal Kemera Kembabazi, Signum Advocates

Rona Elizabeth Evans, Cox Yeats Attorneys

Shantel Mufandaidza, Centurion Law Group

Sphesihle Nxumalo, Baker McKenzie

IN-HOUSE MOST PROMISING NEWCOMER AWARD
Shady El Lawindy, National Bank of Egypt

Cwayita Vellem, LAW FOR ALL

Karin Pretsch, Premier FMCG

Phiwayinkosi Masuku, Absa Bank

IN-HOUSE RISING STAR AWARD
Sponsored by:  

 

Denis Kang’ethe Kimani Kenya Civil Aviation Authority

Itumeleng Matlou, Development Bank of Southern Africa

Jaco Theunissen, ACTOM

Khumo Khumalo, Absa Bank

Lebogang Ramokone, Industrial Development Corporation of South Africa

Mduduzi Mamkeli, Anglo American

Nkemakonam Isiozor, Nigerian Exchange Limited
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FINALISTS

PRIVATE PRACTICE RISING STAR AWARD
Achare Takor, Centurion Law Group

Ashlin Perumall, Baker McKenzie

Karl Blom, Webber Wentzel

Kate Peter, Bowmans

Leon Van Der Merwe, Centurion Law Group

Matthew Arrumm, Bowmans

Tawela Msiska, Ritz Attorneys at Law

Okechukwu Okoro, G. Elias & Co.

Rowan Bauer, HJW Attorneys

Ushir Ahir, Lawtons

PARTNER OF THE YEAR
Sponsored by:  

Asmahaney Saad, KTA Advocates

Ben Haley, Covington & Burling

Ian Mutibwa, Signum Advocates

John M. Ohaga, TripleOKLaw

Khurshid Fazel, Webber Wentzel

Lerato Thahane, Bowmans

Lerisha Naidu, Baker McKenzie

Mugalula John, Mugalula & Omalla Advocates

Muyiwa Ogungbenro, Olajide Oyewole

Riyaad Cruywagen, Webber Wentzel

Rupert Candy, Rupert Candy Attorneys

Seun Timi-Koleolu, Pavestones Legal

Zara Jamal, JLA Advogados

Zion Ekundayo Adeoye, Centurion Law Group
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FINALISTS

 SPECIALIST LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR
Clyde & Co

Kiptinness & Odhiambo Associates

LNP Attorneys

Lopes Attorneys

Thiam&Associés

Tiefenthaler Attorneys

CHILDREN’S ADVOCATE AWARD

Supported by:  

 

Winner to be announced at the awards ceremony.

LEGAL DEPARTMENT OF THE YEAR - SMALL TEAM
Premier FMCG

South Africa Taxi Development Finance
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FINALISTS

LEGAL DEPARTMENT OF THE YEAR - LARGE TEAM
Alexander Forbes Group Holdings

Anglo American

Development Bank of Southern Africa

Liberty Group

National Bank of Egypt

Samsung

South African Reserve Bank

INTERNATIONAL LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR
Sponsored by:  

Baker McKenzie

Covington

Dentons

DLA Piper

Giambrone Cabinet Juridique Internartional

Miranda

Pinsent Masons

PLMJ

White & Case
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FINALISTS

AFRICAN LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR – SMALL PRACTICE
Sponsored by:  

BCSA

Bentsi-Enchill, Letsa & Ankomah

FTL Advogados

GDA Advogados

JLA Advogados

LNP Attorneys

Manokore Attorneys

Musa Dudhia & Company

Ngassam Fansi & Mouafo Avocats Associés

Pavestones Legal

AFRICAN LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR – LARGE PRACTICE
ǼLEX

AB & David Africa

ALN Kenya|Anjarwalla & Khanna

Aluko & Oyebode

Bowmans

ENSafrica

Spoor & Fisher

Templars

Webber Wentzel

Signum Advocates

Tibugwisa & Co Advocates

Tiefenthaler Attorneys Inc.
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

Africa Legal is an award winning media platform sharing news and insights, online learning and job advertising 
for the pan African legal community.  

Winner | Best Legal Professional Services Platform - South Africa | African Excellence Awards 2020
Winner | Best Legal News & Professional Online Training Platform - South Africa | African Excellence Awards 2020

Winner | Best Legal Media Outfit of the year in Africa | LAWSAN 
Finalist | Scott Cowan - Entrepreneur of the Year | 2020 British Ex-Forces in Business Awards

Africa Legal is delighted to support Save the Children, the world’s leading independent organisation for children, 
and to partner with the African Legal Awards once again to bring together legal communities from across Africa. 

africa-legal.com

The Corporate Counsel Association of South Africa (CCASA), formerly known as the “Corporate Lawyers 
Association of South Africa” (or “CLASA”), was established in 1982 in order to represent the interests of the 
in-house Corporate Counsel in South Africa. In 2017 CCASA was formally recognized by the South African 

Qualifications Association (SAQA) as the official Body representing the Corporate Counsel profession in South 
Africa. CCASA is therefore well-placed to establish benchmarks for Corporate Counsel in South Africa and to 
ensure that the credibility and high standards expected of the Corporate Counsel profession are maintained in 

the South African environment.
ccasa.co.za

Save the Children South Africa, based out of their headquarters in Pretoria, implements projects across six 
provinces (Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, Free State, KZN and Eastern Cape). Our programing covers a wide 
range of issues; migration, protecting children from violence, strengthening protection systems, early childhood 

care and development, child health, adolescent sexual reproductive health rights, good governance delivering on 
child rights and children in emergencies.  In 2019, we reached 166,808 children and 31,358 adults in 2019 directly. 
In responding to the COVID19 emergency this year, we have so far reached more than 113 191 children and 10 929 
adults as 7 August, through initiatives to prevent the spread of the disease, helping children learn and return to 

school, supporting food security, and keeping children safe.
savethechildren.org.za
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Alliott Global Alliance (AGA) is one of the world’s largest international alliances of independent law, accounting, 
and specialist advisory firms, with 195 member firms in 80 countries.

AGA has a growing presence in the Africa region, with member firms offering medium sized, entrepreneurial 
businesses and multinationals a comprehensive range of legal services including company commercial, 

corporate, dispute resolution, investment, banking and finance, real estate, international trade, and intellectual 
property. The availability of tax, accounting and audit expertise ensures additional value for clients as and when 

needed. The close personal relationships between our kinship of professionals ensures member firms work 
Together as One to make the world smaller and clients’ businesses stronger.

alliottglobal.com

White & Case is a global law firm with longstanding offices in the markets that matter today. Our on-the-ground 
experience, our cross-border integration and our depth of local, US and English-qualified lawyers help our clients 

work with confidence in any one market or across many.

Clients value our intimate knowledge of Africa. We bring our insight, judgment and creative solutions so that they 
can navigate with confidence the diverse legal and regulatory conditions across the region.

By thinking on behalf of our clients every day, we anticipate what they want, provide what they need and build 
lasting relationships. We do what it takes to help our clients achieve their ambitions. 

whitecase.com

THANK YOU TO OUR HEADLINE SPONSOR

THANK YOU TO OUR CATEGORY SPONSOR
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

HEADLINE SPONSOR

ALM has once again extended its partnership with Africa Legal to conduct 
the Africa Top 50 rankings and celebrate African law firm success further. The 

rankings list the 50 biggest law firms in Continental Africa by lawyer headcount. 
The rankings are designed to enable your firm to compare its bench strength 

to those of firms based in Continental Africa, as well as international firms 
operating in the region. The top 10 firms on the list will be revealed as part of the 
awards ceremony with full coverage of the Top 50 featured on Africa Legal and 

Law.com International in the coming weeks.

CELEBRATING THE 50 BIGGEST
LAW FIRMS IN AFRICA

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

2021


